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Genoral Objectives

le To give tie etadent u Yriel look st nigtoric eluvery
end warly Africe, esyrecially Weot Africa, ite pcople sid thejr
cultura]l envirorvent,

2y Ta axplain the cooning of tla Buropeen to Af'rica da his
search for slevus followirg ihe acquieiton of Caribbean ltlande,
copocially by Jceat 3rituir ani Frence, in the J7ih ceontuly,

5s To look briefly at the logietins &nd cconomic reamiti-
cationo ¢f the sleve t{ruda,.

4, To tonpare the evolulion of slsvery eni the speciel

characiorisgtice of the Jwstitution in British Arcrice with ite

developrent in the wWest Inci-e,
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Tho fcllowing quoten provide & remework for the discus-

of tre institution of slavery,

To different dogrees overy colonizer is privileg-
cd, 8l leact compsretively so, ultiustely to the
detrirccnt of the colcnizads If the privileges of
the xasters of colcnizatjon are striking, the lesg~
ger privileges of the small colenizer, even the
szellest, 8re very numercus. Every ast of his dui-
ly 1ife pleces kim Jn a releticnehip with thre col-
enized, snc with oach act hip fundamental advantage
ie demonetreted, If he is in trouble with the law,
the police and even justice will be zore lenient
toward hivme iIf ke nceds aseistance from the gove
sromont, it will not be difficult; red tape will
be cut; & window will be reserved for him where
tt.ore 18 & ehorter line 8o he will have a shorter
vait, Does he neod & job! Muet he take an cxau-
inatien for it! Jobs and positions will be re=-
rerved for hiv in mavance; the tests will be given
in kis lenguage, causing diequalifying difficulties
for the colcnizeds Oan he be 20 blird or so blind=
¢d that ke cen nover sce that, given equs) material
circunstasnces, economjc claps or capadbilities, he
always receives preferred treatment? 1,

"RPaciomess 18 Lthe highest expreesion of the colonial
syeten anu one of the xost eignificent features of
ire colconialiets 2¢

The colcnj2er denies the colonized the mozt preciouc
right grented Lo zoel ment liderty, The colonized
in the eni {e dehumanized and if denied aseimilation
Fas but the terridly haraerdous route of revol\ and
revclution, X,

Ravery in the United States is the grantirg of
that power by which one man exercisee end enforcee
8 right of property in the bady end eoul of another,
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1o Albert Nemi, Ine ggl_ 13_;_393 Lre Cclenized, New York, The
Orion Prees, 1965. PP 1lel
2s ’bido. Pe 7“0

‘ 2o Ibieo. Pe a2,




Tne condition of a slave is simply that of {he brutae
Least, He js a plece of property - a marketable com-
wodity, in the lunguage of the law, to be bought and
e01d at the will and caprice of the master who clalms
him to be his proporty; he is spoken of, thought of,
end treated as property. Hie own good, his coneciencs,
his intellect, his affections, are ell set aslde by
the master, Tho will and the wishoe of tho naster ure
the law of thre slave. 4..

Historic Roots

To come 10 grips with midetwentiethecentuiy raciel ptrife,
it is necessary to nave soxc knowledge of the nistoric roots of
elavery in the encient world of Greece and Rome and in the nistor-
fcal record of Africa before ae well as uwfter fte penetration by
Eufnpeana. S8lavery hae involved rottess The thrinking of the
Britieh ccloniets of the New World concerning the legal and moral
basaec uf slavery wea rooted in the British common lew, in Chries-
tisn teachings and in the natural righte philosophys The ethi=-
col attituds enn unsge of elavery of pravious civilizatjona aleo
wes part of thet hackground. !ltivately, novever, the Chrictisen
religion was basicelly incoupatible with slavery,

In seeking to appraise thre aignificance of the historic roote
of elevery ths student is led to inquire ebout the relationship
betweon slsvery under ancient civilizations and ite developzent
e 6n American inetitution. As for Orecece, elavery had deen
firmly emdedded in the pocial order by the Honeric Age and the

cain philceophical echools accepted {t, Plato's ideal society

4, Frederick fouglas, Nerrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas,
1960, Belknap, p. 28,
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vas a caste syelem '‘n which those who worked witlh their hands were
oxcluded from citizeonships The Platonic justification of elavery
was the nalural irferjority of most wen. Aristotle reachod con=-
clusions slmilar %o thoee of Platos Most sleves coue to thetl
elete ae tho result of defeat in the Jreek internecine wars,

Romen slaves wore the captives end epoile of war, the abler
slenente of which were abasorbed inte the Roman bureaucracys A
slove could purchese his frecdom and bondage did not proevent wen
frow rising tov poeitions of powere The influence of Christian=-
ity ulleviated classical elevery and further restricted its
acopes The Church exphasized the weral veluc of menumissions
The {esuance of Justinian's (A.Ds 485-565) Code incorporeted
zajor reforme jn Lhe status of slaveo, for exeample, & frec wozan
wight marry a eleve if hie nwrner consented and that men might
rarry their own slaves after eaancipating thes the children of
euch uniona to te helrs of their free=born fathera, 5,

Afrjcan Heritage

Africa hae long been called the *cradle of civilization,"
and Egypt ropresonts an early beginning of western civiliza-
tions Kistoriere mie uncertein of thre physical sppearance of
the ordinary Egyptisn dut there is evidence that he wes both

Caucesold and Negroid and that tre rospitelity of the Nile River

©s G Mo Beardeley, The Negro jn Jreck snd Romen Oivilisation,
New York, Rusesll snd Ruesell, 1968, pp. 191 ff.

e s et e ey —

e T T T e T e e e e,

e e A R S =




9 -
taein saw *ho emergencae of a icixed society, 6.

In the firuvt zilleniun B.Cs during kgypt's 29%th Dynastiy,
tne encient Ethﬁ}iuna off the Sudan gained control of thu tcuntry,
In 751 B.O. the zighty Piankhi fell upon Egypt frow Ethicpiu &na
subdund tho country, lis roign wae followed by that of hise
vrother, Shabake, For more than one hundred yesrs Ethicpians
vuled Egypt. The greatesl of the rulers of this perisd was
Tahurke who ceme to thie throne of the Prarsoh in 688 3,C.

By the year £70 Bo.Ce the encient Ethiopisns were driven
oul of Egypt only tc retrest to their own highly civilizea
land in the region of tle 3udan.s At the Bthiopian capjitals
of' Napate oand Meroe black kings reigned in splendore One of
the outstanding Btilopian rulere was lMetekomano who built mon~
uxents to himeelf ot meny pleces alcng the Nileo Before 600 8.0,
Napats wee sacked by the Assyriasns who were then overrunning the
Pertile Crescent that gave ancient Egypt its vitslity,

Centuries after the declire of sncient Ethicpia in the
Sudan, another civilization of black men rose on a droad stretch
of 1and south of tho Sahsre. Here flourished ancient Ohana,

Mali and 8onghay.
Possnssing a history treceable Lo the fourth century

ADey, Qhens reached its apogee in the eleventh century
under one Tenanenin, When Ghana begasn to decline in

64 Sohn He Prenkliin, Frca Slevery to Freesdoe: A Hietory of
American Negroee, New York, Alfred A, Knopf, 1961, pps 9 £f.
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the twelfth century, Mali, a Mandingo empire, rose

to prominence and achivved ite zenith under Kankan-

Musea who ruled it from 1207=1%232, ¥ali's iufluence

extended fro:: tre Atlantic ocean on the west to lake

Ched on the east, The fubled empire of Songhay took

ite place in the fiftensnih centurye 7o

Enshrouded ir myth end legend, the old African empires ol
Ghana, Mali and Timbuctu are little known to the world today,
Yet betweon the 11th and 16th centuries, they rivalled Europo
both in eize end sophietication, Their capital citiee of Jos,
Jonne and Tiadbuctu were centers of trade, comerce and learn-
ing.s Of all the Mellcetine and Songhassc rulere, Sonni All,
in the worde of W. K« Bs Du Bols, was arong the "leet and the
grestest." Boginning his carcer ss 8 comzon eoldier, dy 1dd
AsDs Soinl Ali found hizself naster of all the terri.ory "fronm
Timbuctu to the blus waters of the Atlsntic," 8,

Sonn§ Ali wae 8 native of Songhayes When he found himself

in the aray of the Nellestine king as & man, e cleverly rale

lied hie fellow wsoldiersin a revolt ageinst the NMchamsedian Mane P

ra Muea and overthrew him, He ¢onsclideated his revolt by inte

rarriage botween the people of Mali end those of Sorghay. He

then set upon the taek of dreaking the grip of the Moslem fulth,

eoepecinily the lucrative vrade with Necca and the prieetly con
trol ov-.: tle Unjversily of Sanaore, the center for Sudanese

Te Ibl s Po 12

8. ¥, F, Bs Du Bole, The Soule of Nlack Folk, New York, Blue
Heron Prese, 1953, pe 47,
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and Arablian echolare.

One further roint about West Africa needs to be made; name-
1y the widospreav cxistence of sleverys While the mainstoy of
the econcmy might bte in sait, gold, wocds and hides, the cap-
turo and eale of elaves accounted for a good deal of the wealth
of thcee kingdozns, With the adveni of the Europeane, the
chiefe had -their agonts ecurry for snd wide for slaves in exe-
change for guns, bBut tho elaves had many righte, recognizad jn
the lew, among them they could marry, posecss property, own
elaves Llomselves end even becoxe helrs Lo tholr mastere,

The Sleve Treade

Negro slavery in the Now World bogsn in the early 16th
century, with Portugal and Spain in the leads The institution
oproad repidly as the plantation syetez, firest in sugar Lhen

in tobacco and cotton, fastened itself upon ke land, Its ap~-

petite for "Black Gold" was soon of voraclous proporticna,
By the end of thc century end beyond the profite from the slave

Arade were envroous.

The reason for Negro slavery was economic, not
racial; it had to do not with the ¢olor of the
laborer, but the cheapness of the lators As
compared with Indien and write ledor, Negro sla-
very wes eminently euperiore. The colonies need-
od ledor and resorted to Negro labor becsuse it
wa® choapest and bus' . 9,

9. Bric Williams, Cepitslien end Slavery, New York, Putnam's,
1066, pe 204
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in the inlend kingdoms of West Africa the slaves often

started their trip. They were brought out to the coastal

treding stations or forts in lané convoys called "coffles"

and guarded by mwen hired by kinge end chiofe who had sold them, |

Their journey was long and severe - it could take up to three

Women end docile maleos traveled lightest, secured only by

|

|

‘ monthe « end attrition was hizh; as many as 60% of them died,

!

\
thonge on their necke, but the strong rebellious men werc co
fettered that they scarcely could walk, Some were linked
ncck=to=-ntck Ly hLeavy wooden polss; othere were reotrained by

tizbere which yoked the leg of one men t¢ the leg of hie

neighbore. 7Those who fell and were too weak to respond to

Lthe beatlings wer= cut out of the coffle end ebandoned Lo die,
Furopean an¢ leter American tredere were wailing ‘o buy y

thea from the sgents of the kinge snd chiefss For & healthy ﬁ

mén or & woman between 16 end 35 years the price was about 3

150 gellonse of rum, then worth perhaps $30, Kaving surchased

e full cargo, the traders branded tho elaves and sajled for thre

West Indiew, 10

The ususl Axericen vosseles engaged in the sleve trede were !

104 Excellent snd well-docuzented accounts of thie and the esudbe ﬁ
recuent journey ere to bde found in D, Mannix & M, Cowley, Biack :
Cargoes, New York, Viking Fress, 1962, b
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usually smaller sloop or schooner-rigged ships with crews of
but 10 or 12 wen and only 90 feet long. "It is not uncommon
to read of a vesael of Q0 tons carrying 390 slaves or ono of
100 tons cerrying 414." 11, But by using the shallow 'tween
decks, they were able to carry about 250 sleves, with some of
the lerger vesscls holding up to 500, The epace allotted to
eech slave on the Atlantic crossing measured five and s half
feet in length by 16 inches in breadth. Packed like "rows of
books on shelves," chained two by two, right leg and left leg,
right hand and left hand, eé;h slave had less room than a man
in a cof'fin., Their only ventilation came from & aozen emall
vortholes, The heat snd the stenmch became frightful, especial-
ly during bed weather when the portholes had to be closed,.
! While the total of the numbore transported is subject to dis~
pute, verying as high as 65 million who at leest began the trip,
as many a6 15 million probably arrived in the Western Kemisphere,
Shipownere snd ship capteins took scme pains to keasp the
sleve mortslity low because ineurence cpmpanics would not comx-
pensate them for those who died of dieease, However, many
slaves died at sea of dysentery, emallpox, generel weakness or
despair, There were alsoc losses from mutiny. One of the best
known invelved Joseph Cinque,

Briefly, Cinque was sn Africen prince who wse kidnapped

11, ‘!lilliama, Ops _C_}_iu_o, Pe 55
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end sold into slsvery and duly arrived in Cuba about 1839. Ho

ani 38 othors werc packed into the hold of the schooner AMISTAD

i pound for the Tslend of Princive. Two days out, in the midst

of 8 violent storm, Cinque and his fellow voyagere plotted

their e¢scepe, seized the vessel, killed all but two of their

i jullers end orderec these two to zuide them back to Africs,

The two Spanisrds instead cleverly brought the veesel insteuad

1o long Island, New York. Through a meze of claime and argu-

menta, tho cesc of thie AMISTAD revolt began its jouraey thirough

‘Yr courte to the United States Supreme Court, wnichk heeded the

udvice of defense council, Joln Juincy Adame, that frecdom was

Lthe Janesonl right of €ll mene They were f'reed by the courts 126
Wnen a gleve svip arrived at its port of sasle in the Weel

indies or Lhe United Stetes., it wes usually found thetl ithe

vlaves wera covered witl, sorea and abrasions from chains. To

increaso their marketability tney were forced Lo smear their

bodles with ©il, which covered their pores snd geve their

skine & lealthy appearance. Once the slaves were disposed of,

the vesscl took on a load of melusses, wude for home port, usual-

ly in New England, end the molasses wae dlstilled into rum. Load-

ing on the rum, the ship seilad back to Africa for more alaves.

In thie triangular irade England - France and
Colonial America equally - supplied the exports

124 A good account of the AMISTAD rebollion maey be found in the
American Heritege, Feb. 1957, ppe 60-64, 104-65, Aleo, diegrew
for slave packing in the Feb. 1962 issue, p. 104,
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snd “ne shipe; Africa the human merchundise, the
plentstions the colonial raw wuterials., Tho
slave ship sniled from the homo country with a
cargo of aenufectured goods., These were exchang-
ad at 4 profit on “he coast of Africa for Ne=-
groes, who were trsded on the nlantetlions, at
anotrer prefit, in exchange for & carzo of co-
loniel oroduce to hHe talten beck to the home
countrye 13

i Jountlses fortunee wore built by this trdengular trade,

In the aleven years petwec 1757 and 1795
Liverpocl put 878 ships into trude, enipped
%0%,7%7 Nezroes from Africa, at a value of
15,186,850 pdse Deductions for varicus come
miseions, nni other charges, gave Liverpool
a grose return of $12,294,116, or 1,700,000
pdese paor year, After all necessary expenses
in traneporting and insurence were calculat-
od, 1t wae estimated thet thare wge a gein
of ZC per cent on every plave 80lde.ssAlmost
overyone in Liverpool had some share in the
trude, 1t is woll ¥nown that meny of the
gwaller vesssls that imported about a hun-
dred wera fitted out by attorneys, drepers,
grocers, tallow=chandlers, bankers, tailors,
and so on, Yowe had one eighth, sowe a pixe-
teenth, and some a thirty-second sh:ire in
the undertaking. 14,

Zric Williame wainteins that the enormouc profites from
the slavae trade "...nrovided one of the rain streams of that
accumulation of cspital in England which financed the Indus-
trial Revolution," 15,

Evolution of Slavery in British Amorica snd Latin America

Were there differonces in the development of slavery in

13, Williame, op. Site, ppe 51-2,

14, Prahk Tennenbsum, Slave & Citizen, New York, Vintage, 1946,
ppB, 17"18.

15. 'dilliamn, ODe 2.;1‘." Pe 52
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the British Mainland Coloniecs from its developmtsnt in Latin
Americal According to Tannenbaum, there were at luast three
traditions or historical forces in latia Arerica which pre-
vented the Jdofinition of the sluve there only e propert&;
namely, tho continsance of the Romen law of slavery as 3t
came down through the Juetinian Code, “he influence of the
Cetholic Church, snd the long familiarity of ihe Spanish and
Portuguese with Moors and Negroes., 15, |

Tannenbauw writes, "The law accepted the doctrine of the
woral personality of the slave and masde posseibtle the gradual
achievemenl of freedom implicit in such a doctrine" and on a
universal religion -~ Zatholicism - in preventing Lhe definition
of the slsve solely as property. 17.

In the Mainland Colenies of North Awerice slavery de-
velopad in 2 lszal eand moral setting in which the doctrine of
the moral personslity of the slave did not affect the definition
of his statue in the society. "Legally he was chattel under
the law, and in practice an enimel to be bred for market." 18,

In comparing North American and Latin Americen slavery,
Stenley Elkine adds to Tannenbaum's earlier esnalysis. The
logal status of the slave in "the 1iberal, Protestant, necu-

larized, capitalist culture of America™ is contrasted with

16, Tannenbaum, op. cite, pp. 43455,
17. Idid., v. 8.
18, Ibid., p. 82.
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that of the slave in "the conservative, paternalistic, Cath-

olic, quasi-medieval culture of Spain end Portugal end their

New ¥World colonida." 16s Elkine concludes that in the abe

sence of such restraining institutions in North America the

search for private zain and profit was unlimited, and the

law of slavery developed in such & way as to eliminate ihe

|
slighteat hirarance to the authority of the slaveholder over .
his slaves. Tho legal status of the slave developed exclusive=-

| ly in terms of prcperty as the rezult of the demands of an

emerging capitalism. 3lavery on the continent vae "a systen

concelved and evolved exclusively on the grounds of property." 20,
| Por Tannenbaur and Elkins the declsive feature of the

legal stetus of the slave was tne view of nhim as properiy.

His personality was suppressed, the "Sambo"image, subject al-
; [ ways to the whims of the master, perentage, Kinship, marriage
and other private rights were denied, &nd the power of pun-
ishment and discipline was developed to such a degree &s to
make slavery in the United States a unique syetem,

In The Peculiar Iastitution Kenneth Stampp takes up the

social organization of slavory as well as its legal structure,
Hie interpretation of the legal status of the slave is main-

ly in terms of economic values, and stresses the property

19. Stanley M. Elkins, Slaverys A Problem in American Institution-
al and Intellectual Life, Chicago, Univ. of Chicago Press, 1959, p.37{

20, Ibid., Pe 55 ’
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couponent also. .Jowever, he finds that the status also con-
tained a personsl element, which medo for a certein degree of
embiguity in the status. 21,

The status of the Negro as a slave and his status as s
mexber of a racial minority apparzntly developed concurrent-
ly and were to play an importsnt role in future race relations,
Slavery in the United Stetes wcant Negro slavery. In con-
trast to Latin America, slavery in North America involved
"caste," "oy law of nature," or "innate inferiority.* 22,

The two slavery systems cen be distinguished in terms of
the ease and aveilability of menumission and the status of
the freednen in Latin America, hie acceptance by the Church
88 one of its own, his ebility to hold property, to marry,

1o provide for his helrs, and to be free «f the ever-present
color, racisl, or caste conecioueness that cheracterized hie
eristence in 3ritlish America,

One of the most careful, able and exhaustively researched

books in this field is by David B. Davis, Problem of Slavery

in Western Culture. He commentei

The alave trade itself was & powerful agent of
acculturation - one might say, of Americaniza-
tion ~ which tended to blur distinctinns in
custom and give & more uniform character to
Negro slavery than would hsvc been found among

21, Kennsth Stenpp, The Peculiar Institution; Slavery in the
Ante-Bellum South, New York, Alfred Knopf, 1656, ppe 192-3.

22, Tannenbsum, op. ¢it., pp. 55-5.
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earlier lorms of Europedan serfdom and villensge,
With the acquisition of importsnt Ceribbean ise
lunds by Holland, Britain, and France, end with
the development of suger plenting in the 1640's,
the mounting demand for asiaves made it impos-
sible for mercantilist govurnxenie to prevent
the growth of a vast system of smuggling and
illicit trades The sams slave ships brought
cargoes to mainland and island colonies, and
compotod with one another in supplying the
Spenishe. 23,

i Most of the Lruding nations of Europe were thrown to-

gether in a conmon endeavor of supplylng Wegro alaves frowm

[ their African possessiocns to their colonial enterprises in

; the New World and this produced soxe blending of custows and
; attitude towsard the Negro slaves. Methodse and techniques of
production using slave labor within the framework of the

} plantation system were doubtless known to most of the col-

i onios in both North and Latin America and the islandg of the
; Caribboeans

| Wnile mucrn s yet to be learned of this cultural ex-

[ change and its of'fect upon systems of slavery, Davis feels

that some evidents is now availeble to euggest tnat the maine

land colonists adopted frowm Barbados the view that Negrces
‘ woere especlally eulted for perpetual slaveryo. 24, Somo Ne-
groos came in a position siziler Lo white indenturcd ser-

vente but en increasingly degraded position was both &

27+ David B, Davie, Problem of Slavery in Western Culturs,
Itheca, CGornel) Univ, Press, 1933, pe 2
24, Ibidog Pe 2%.
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source and result of racial prejudices The white servant
came, howevsr, iargely on his own iuitiatives The fsct that
staniu out in thie whole area of slevery, esoeclially &s it
developed in the United Statea, is the cumuletive detusc-
ment of the Negro, he wes tne proverty of his owner, and ns
and his progeny, if they were born of a slave woman, were
condemned to perpetual bondege.

In conclusion, it should ve stressed that slavery wharever
it existed was & denial of the innaie dignity and worth of
man - @ denial of wret Memmi charactarizes ae ",..cthe nost

precious rignt granted to most mens liderty" - and that il-
lustiations abound of individual and inetitutional cruelty in
both North and Letin America and one must be cautious in com~

paring the relatjive eeverity of slave systeums,




-17 -

Bibliozraphy

Adars, Re L., €a., Groat Negroce Past end Present. Chicagot
Afro-Amer. Publ. CO., 1 [

deardeloy, Go M, The Negzro in chCK ana Rowan Civilization.
New Torki Ruseell & Russeil, 1968

NDavideon, Basil. The Lost Jities ol Africa. Boslont Atlentic..
Little, Brown & Co., 1659,

Davis, David 3. The Problem of Slavery in Westorn Culture.
lthacat Cornell Univ, Press, 1546,

Douglas, Fredericke Nerrative of the Life of Frederick Dous-
las, Cambridge, Mass.s Belknay Press, 1960.

Du Beis, WeE.3e Tnc Bouls of Bleck Folke New Yorki 3lue Heron
Preos, 1657,

rlkins, S, M. Slavury: A Problam in Americen Institutional

end Intellectunl Life, Chicagut . niv, of Chicago Press, 1559,

Fishel, L. He & Quarles, B. Tie Negro American, a Documentary
History. Glenville, I1l.t Scott, Foreszan & Co., 1967

Franklin, Je {e From 8lavery 1o Frecdom. New Yorkt Knopf, 1960,

Hergkovita, M. J. The Myth of the Negro Pest. Boston: Beacon
Press, 1958,

Jaemes, Z.L.Rs The Black Jacobins. New York: Dial Press, 1950,

ifo's serieca, "Negro History," 1568,

Lifs
Mannix, D. & Cowley, M. Black Cergocs. New York: Viking, 1962,

Meomi, Albort. The Golonizer and the Colonizcd. New York:
Tre Orion Press, 1965,

Sherlock, P. M. West Indies. New York:s Themos, 1986,

Tannenbaum, Frenk, Sleve & Citizen. New York: Vintage Press,

1646,




Weinetein, A, & Gatell, F, O. Americen Negro Slavery. New York:
Oxford Univ, Press, 1968,

Willieme, Eric, Jupitalism and Slavery. New York: Putnam's,
1556,




